


What is this degree about?

Social Science can be defined as the study of society: the study of people in society and how they relate to one another.
The social sciences therefore comprises of a number of different disciplines which look at specific areas of human society
such as sociology, political science, economics, history or psychology.

The B.Sc. Social Sciences looks at many aspects of life that we care most about and the issues that governments must face –
from health, education and crime to where our wealth comes from and how we choose to spend it.

This course has been designed to enable students to study and understand the issues which affect people and looks
critically at how nations live, trade and interact. It will broaden your horizons and help you develop different
perspectives on issues through exploring
a range of often interrelated topics.

What is special about this degree?

This course of study enables students to achieve a U.K. university B.Sc. degree, without leaving Jersey.  The programme of
study has been approved by the University of Plymouth and must meet it’s standards of delivery.

It offers an affordable option in Higher Education for those who prefer not to leave the island to further their studies and as
such brings together a very diverse group of students. For younger students it is their preferred choice of course while
others may choose this programme because it enables them to meet family or financial commitments while studying. For
others it may provide an opportunity for a change of career. 

While all will have an interest in social science the reasons for choosing this degree can vary greatly. Such a diverse group
can bring a wide range of perspectives to class discussions and group work.

What will I study?

During the three years of study students undertake a carefully structured programme which not only educates but helps
develop the transferable skills which employers’ s seek in graduate recruits:

• Writing skills
• Communication 

In the first year you will study:

• Making public policy in Jersey and the UK
• Criminology & the problem of crime
• British economic & social history
• Institutions and governance in an unstable world 

The second and third year of studies continue to give a broad understanding of the social sciences while allowing students
to focus on areas of interest to them through research based modules.

Who will teach me?

The social science degree is taught by a team of academic and professional staff many of whom combine teaching with
their career in the public and private sectors. Your tutors include professionals who work in the Chief Ministers
Department, States Police, Probation, Home Affairs and even a politician. This diversity ensures that students not only
understand theory relating to social sciences but also how this impacts on the “real” world. This source of expertise
makes the B.Sc. Social Sciences unique.

The course is validated by the University of Plymouth, which provides academic and administrative support. Professors from
Plymouth teach on the third year of the degree.

What does this degree involve?

This is a three year full-time study course. To successfully complete the degree students must study and achieve to the
academic standards required by U.K. universities.

As well as scheduled classes, which are normally timetabled between 9.15 and 2.00pm each day, students must undertake
private study, research and assignment preparation. It is anticipated that the time commitment required each week will be in
the region of 35 to 40 hours.

Where will it lead me?

A degree in Social Sciences could open many doors for you. Because it is broad-based, it enables students to move into a
wide range of jobs. Through providing information about the way society works, also what people think and how they
behave, social science enables individuals, companies and governments to make better informed decisions in line with
what people want. 

A social sciences degree offers both intellectual training and transferable skills, particularly analysis
and problem solving. Modern business is a major consumer of the tools created by
social sciences – including market research, forecasting, product development,
personnel management and risk analysis. 

Social science also plays a vital role in enhancing the quality
of life, so it is an integral part of many public sector jobs.
Providing objective information is vital so that policy
makers can reach sensible decisions and rational
choices that are not influenced by myth and prejudice.

Students who have taken this degree in the past have
moved on to variety of professions in the States and
the private sector.

• Research processes in the social sciences
• Imagining British society: Contemporary issues

• Team working
• Research

• Analysis
• Problem solving
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Highlands College, P.O. Box 1000, St Saviour, JE4 9QA, Jersey, C.I.

What are the entry requirements?

Like all UK university degree courses, you will need to be educated to level 3 standard. This means A-levels, BTEC National
or equivalent qualifications, together with good literacy and numeracy skills. If you meet these criteria, we will invite you to
an interview to see if you have the determination, communication and team working skills to thrive on this course.

If you are a mature student without formal level 3 qualifications – but other life experience – we would be happy to
consider your application and we particularly welcome candidates who have studied on Access to Higher Education
programmes. Mature students have been very successful on this course and it is an ideal programme for those who are
considering a career change.

How much will it cost?

The department for Education, Sport and Culture can provide financial help with fees and subsistence grants. To be eligible
you must have been a Jersey resident for five years before the start of the course and hold a level 3 qualification. The fees
and grant are means tested and the amount you can receive depends on your household income. There are no top-up fees
for students who study on the Island.

To find out more call the Grants Section of Education, Sport and Culture Department on 449450.

What do I do next?

If you would like more information or an application form, contact Innes MacLagan on 608631.

Emails: innes.maclagan@highlands.ac.uk or jane.herlihy@hihlands.ac.uk
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